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Fighting back against SB 1137

Who is NOPEC? Shifting to a Legal Challenge
Native Oil Producers and Employees of California Following the passage of SB 1137, the independent
(NOPEC) is a 501(c)(6) non-profit organization founded oil & gas industry successfully qualified a statewide
to defend the rights of local energy producers and referendum against the law. Doing so bought the
California oil workers by taking legal action against industry two years to decide whether to run a state-
illegal government energy policies. wide campaign or seek a legal solution. When it
became clear that a statewide ballot initiative would
NOPEC is led by a board comprised of in-state not provide a permanent solution, the industry
producers fighting on behalf of the California petroleum dropped the referendum and shifted to a legal
industry, producing the cleanest oil on the planet. strategy to combat the law. And now, we need your
help.
What is SB 1137? Lawsuits Filed
Senate Bill 1137 implemented a 3,200-foot setback. The Royalty owners, producers, and NOPEC have filed suit
bill narrowly passed in the California legislature in challenging SB 1137 in Los Angeles Superior Court.

August 2022. The bill not only prevents new wells within
the setback zone, but prevents the state from

approving any application for work on existing wells 8&% NOPEC

except to plug them. MATIVE OIL PRODUCERS and EMPLOYEES of CALIFORNIA

Royalty Owner NOPEC
Case Number: Case Number:
Scan to Learn More 25STCP01395 25STCP01509

About SB 1137

Early 2026 Update: Encouraging Developments

In January, the judge presiding over our lawsuits found in our favor, overruling the state’s demurrer and denying its
motion to strike our cases against SB 1137. As a result, the suits filed last April will now proceed to trial on their merits.
The court has set our trial date for November 13, 2026.

We Need Your Help
To make a one-time donation, please make checks To pay by ACH (including recurring payments), contact
payable to: Kelley Countryman at 916-447-1177.
NOPEC Royalty Owner Account For more information about funding, please contact:
C/O Brown Armstrong Accountancy Rock Zierman at info@nopecca.org

4200 Truxton Ave., Suite 300 -
Bakersfield, CA 93309 [EISUE]  Scan the QR code to visit
Attention: Ryan Nielsen NOPEC’s homgpage fmd
Tax ID 92-1862529 [501¢(6)] [E]FHn4 makeadonation online.



Funding and Budget

$2 Million

Estimated legal costs over
the course of the litigation.

To date, over $1,200,000 has
already been raised and

Steering Committee

Top funders are invited to

join the Steering Committee.

All other funders will be
invited to join weekly funder

spent.

updates.

Strategic Overview

S48
st

For additional questions, contact: Rock Zierman at info@nopecca.org

Challenge the Science

Funding Structure

Options for funding include:
« Fixed ongoing monthly
contributions
e One-time commitments
 All contributions are
anonymous & tax-
deductible!

A major part of the litigation puts the state’s bogus science on trial. This strategy supports the
litigation and undermines the state's continued use of the Scientific Advisory Panel (SAP) as

justification for all kinds of energy shutdown policies.

The state justified the passage of SB 1137 with the weak findings of an SAP. Many of the studies
used by the SAP evaluate high-volume fracking, a process that is currently not allowed in

California and was never widely used in the state. Of the 69 studies cited by the SAP to justify the

3,200-foot setbacks, 45 are from other states that don’t have California’s stringent environmental
rules, and 19 don’t even focus on oil and gas production at all. None demonstrate causation
between oil field operations and negative health impacts. Many California-specific studies that

show in-state production is safe were purposely ignored.

Strong Public Relations

NOPEC is also engaging in a public relations campaign to
inform the public and key decision makers about the
lawsuit and the ramifications of SB 1137. This includes
building a large coalition of supporters in other industries,
including real estate development, local governments that
want to build affordable housing, and even battery energy
storage. NOPEC’s public relations campaign is focused on
reminding the state that energy shutdown efforts such as
SB 1137 make the state more dependent on expensive
foreign imports, which typically cost refiners $5-$6 more
per barrel than in-state crude, driving up California’s
already expensive gasoline, diesel, and jet fuel prices
producing additional environmental impacts.
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A group of mineral and royalty owners filed first to challenge SB 1137 in April of this year.
NOPEC’s filing came just after. NOPEC is coordinating with the mineral owners to ensure both
group's efforts are complementary. It is anticipated that both cases, and future filings by local
governments and individual oil companies, will be related into a single proceeding.

@ NOPECca.org




